
changes in vision,
physical mobility,
mental acuity and
other conditions
affecting one’s ability
to drive safely.
People’s visual
perception and
reaction time does
deteriorate with age
and other medical
conditions and many
times can be
compensated for by knowing what to do and
how to handle the specific circumstances.

Person’s needing an evaluation related to a
specific medical condition for driving can be
seen at Marianjoy’s Drivers program with a
referral from a physician. The driver’s evaluation
takes about three hours. A portion of the
evaluation is done in the clinic and deals with
physical limitations and visual skills. Then the
driver is taken on the road to evaluate their actual
performance. The cost of each portion of the
evaluation is $238 and often insurance and
Medicare covers this cost.

Seniors & Law Enforcement Together

Serving & Protecting Senior Citizens May 2008

The purpose of Milton Township S.A.L.T. Council is to determine and to  meet the needs of Senior Citizens by reducing
crime and abuse and by enhancing safety through communication and education in cooperation with the Township, law
enforcement agencies, and other community agencies and organizations.
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Coordinated by S.A.L.T. Chairman Ken McNatt
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Presented  by:
Kim Woulfe, Clinical Specialist, Marianjoy Rehabilitation Hospital

Kim Woulfe,
Clinical Specialist,

Marianjoy Rehabilitation
Hospital

S.A.L.T.....Communicator
The

Celebrating 10 yearsCelebrating 10 yearsCelebrating 10 yearsCelebrating 10 yearsCelebrating 10 years

Marianjoy Rehabilitation Hospital, Wheaton, gave
an outstanding presentation on driving and
transportation alternatives for older adults at the
S.A.L.T. Council meeting in March.  She began by
showing equipment that is available to drivers with
physical impairments that allows them to be
independent yet safe in their vehicles and on the
road.

Community mobility is an important part of well
being. It is central to a person’s autonomy,
independence and sense of worth. For some people,
driving becomes less safe, and many seniors will
need to address the prospect of using alternatives
to driving at some point in their lives. No one likes
to think of this option and the driver’s evaluation
program at Marianjoy can facilitate aids and ways
to continue driving if reasonable and safe.

Any change in one’s medical condition that
affects the ability to drive needs to be reported to
the Department of Motor Vehicles. This includes

      s. Woulfe, occupational therapist from M



What can families and friends do for an older
driver?

Share your concerns with other family
members or friends if you feel an older
adult is not safe to drive.

EPage 2Page 2Page 2Page 2Page 2

(“Driving for Older Adults” continued from page 1)

This specialized program in occupational therapy
can optimize and prolong an older driver’s ability
to drive safely, and ease the transition to other forms
of transportation if driving cessation becomes
necessary. By identifying strengths as well as
physical or cognitive challenges, therapists can
evaluate an individual’s overall ability to operate a
vehicle safely and recommend assistive devices or
behavioral changes to limit risks. Driving cessation
is a last resort, and older drivers can often
experience a graduated transition from driving to
using other forms of transportation.

The majority of people outlive their ability to drive
safely by approximately six to ten years. When that
situation occurs there are alternatives available in
most communities today. Ms. Woulfe provided a
pamphlet describing these options and alternatives.

Insist on taking the wheel when you are in
the car with someone who is driving in a
manner that makes you uncomfortable,
especially if children are in the vehicle.

Consult with an occupational therapist or
family physician if unsure about an older
adult’s ability to drive.

Ask the older adult, who is having trouble
with driving, to make an appointment for a
full evaluation of his or her skills.

Help an older adult who is no longer safe to
drive to find alternate means of
transportation, such as buses, subways,
taxicabs, community vans, and through
family and friends.

•

•

•

•

•

For More Information Contact:
Kim Woulfe, Marianjoy Rehabilitation Hospital

630.909.6082
Mention you saw this article in the SALT Communicator

Alert for Cell Phone Users
Jim Hatcher,DuPage County Sheriff

As of February 19, 2008, AT&T, Mobility, Alltel,
Cellular One, Dobson, US Cellular, Verizon
Wireless and other providers have turned off their
analog networks. This means if you or know of a
senior who received older cellular phones from
donated Phone Programs these telephones no
longer have access to 911. These cell phones
were given for safety and for  emergency calls to
contact  911 only. If you are affected by this
discontinuation of service, contact the Donated
Phone Program that provided your cell phone.

Emergency Identification Bracelet
for Glen Ellyn Residents
Tom Staples, Community Education Officer, Glen Ellyn

A new program is available for Glen Ellyn
residents that provide an emergency
identification bracelet. This has been initiated
by the Glen Ellyn Police Department. It is geared
towards individuals with medical conditions,
elderly persons who have special needs or other
individuals who might need assistance. The cost
of the bracelet is $8.00 and can be obtained
through the Glen Ellyn Police Department.
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 S.A.L.T. Council...Celebrating 10  Y ears of Success
Congratulations to the
members of the S.A.L.T.
Council! This year marks
the ten year anniversary for
the council. Ken McNatt
was the founding chairman
and remains as chairman
today. Joseph Vanest
began as the Vice Chairman
and continues in that role
also. Jim Hatcher,
Sheriff ’s Department, Bill
Mennell, and Bill Parbs
were among the founding
S.A.L.T. Council members
and continue to give of their
time and talents. There have
been additional council

members who have joined
the group over time and
facilitated the success of
this program for the Milton
Township Community.

The concept began in
September of 1997 when
the DuPage County Sheriff ’s
representative, Jim Hatcher
presented the concept of

The first issue of the S.A.L.T.
Communicator was published
to over 9,600 senior residences
in March of 2001. The
Communicator has continued to
inform and educate seniors,
community leaders and concerned
citizens four times annually each
year since it began.The newsletter
is mailed to more than 14,000
individuals and according to
surveys conducted approximately
90% of the recipients read and use
information provided in
the S.A.L.T.
Communicator.

If you have a special story
to tell us about your
experiences with the
services provided by the

S.A.L.T. Council or
information that has made
a difference for you, please
send a brief note to:

The SALT Council
1492 N. Main Str eet
Wheaton, IL 60187

Your story might be chosen
to be published in one of the
future newsletters along with
your picture. We are interested
in sharing positive results from
the efforts of the S.A.L.T.
Council.

All letters submitted  by
May 15th will be eligible to
be included in a drawing
for a $50.00 gift card.

(continued on page 4)

Seniors and Lawmen Together to
Milton Township Board of
Trustees. In November of 1998
the first S.A.L.T. Council
meeting took place. A major
community survey of 6,000 senior
households was conducted to
determine needs and concerns.
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(“Celebrating Success” continued from page 3)

Celebrating 10  Y ears of Success...thr ough SAL T Ser vices

CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations
S.A.L.T. Council!S.A.L.T. Council!S.A.L.T. Council!S.A.L.T. Council!S.A.L.T. Council!

§ AARP Driver Safety Program;
informing local seniors of this program
have allowed more constituents to
participate reducing the possibility of
accidents.

§ 911 Cell Phone Safety Program for
seniors; Following the promotion of this
program in the Communicator the
Sheriff ’s office was challenged with the
significant number of calls.

§ Whistles provided for safety to Milton
Township Seniors. Additional groups
have mirrored our use of these whistles
for safety purposes and the Sheriff has
publicly noted whistles as significant in
facilitating safety for individuals.

§ Scams and Crime prevention
information  is provided informing/
educating township seniors and
encouraging appropriate reporting
processes to catch and eliminate these
crimes from our communities. The most
recent scams are posted on the Milton
Township website regularly for residents
to view.

§ DuPage County Senior Fair
participation ; promoting awareness of
the Milton Township programs for
seniors and supporting the Sheriff ’s
programs for seniors.

§ Annual Senior Car inspection to
prevent accidents/injuries and seniors
being stranded. Each year this program
has served an increasing number of
residents.

§ File of Life; often-called refrigerator
cards, listing medications and
emergency numbers. 12,000 have been
distributed. Two lives that we are aware
of have been saved due to the File of
Life packets.

§ Guardian Program; a reverse 911
service. 12,000 have been distributed
and several documented accolades
known to have prevented serious injury
or death. There has been one reported
life saved due to this program.

§ Dial-A-Ride Program flyers have
been distributed and the program
promoted through the newsletter. There
was an increase in users following the
promotion of this program in the
S.A.L.T. Communicator.

§ Identity Theft Protection  (The
number one largest crime in the U.S.)
is promoted increasing awareness, and
informing seniors of appropriate
actions/reporting.

§ S.A.L.T. Communicator; a quarterly
newsletter is received by 14,000
constituents which covers a number of
topics, services, information and
resources. This newsletter has been
emulated by a number of surrounding
villages, and towns.

§ Ongoing Presentations have been
organized by council members
responding to continuous requests for
specific presentations to local groups
and outside sources.

 B
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CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations
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        e aware of scams that have to do with your
Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) on your car
dashboard. It is conveniently placed so you can
access it for replacing car keys and other parts
needed for your vehicle. Car thieves copy the VIN
number from your car, go to the car dealer and
use this number to purchase a replacement key.
They then have access to your vehicle and can
steal it. If your car is parked outside or you park
your vehicle in the same place regularly where it is
accessible to car theft, consider putting a piece
of tape over the VIN number in your car
dashboard or place an object or piece of paper
over it to block the VIN number from being seen
by potential car thieves. It is easy, and can
prevent you from car disaster. You cannot remove
this metal label by law but you can cover it.

Local ScamsLocal ScamsLocal ScamsLocal ScamsLocal Scams �Senior� Citizen�s Police Academy�Senior� Citizen�s Police Academy�Senior� Citizen�s Police Academy�Senior� Citizen�s Police Academy�Senior� Citizen�s Police Academy
Tom Staples, Community Education Officer, Glen Ellyn

        he 2008 “Senior Citizen’s Police Academy”
is designed to provide an opportunity for seniors
to meet with Glen Ellyn’s Officers one morning
per week for six weeks. Topics that will be
covered include:

Organization and functions of the Police
Department and Village
Personal protection for your home,
property and person
Identity theft and crimes targeted towards
the elderly
Criminal law and crime scene investigation
Other senior specific topics

The academy will begin June 2008. Applications
are available at the  Glen Ellyn Police Department
or can be download from the Glen Ellyn Village
website.

 T

Visit us at: www.glenellyn.org
535 Duane Str eet • Glen Ellyn, 60137

630.469.1187
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You�re Invited!You�re Invited!You�re Invited!You�re Invited!You�re Invited!
Come and be part of the continued success
that the S.A.L.T. Council has to offer you!

Contact Milton Township at
630.668.1616

Ask  what new and exciting presentations
you can attend or see how you can
participate on the S.A.L.T. Council.

We are always open at
www.miltontownship.net

Archives of the S.A.L.T. Communicator
are also available online
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Serving & Protecting Senior Citizens

S.A.L.T. Council Members
Ken J. McNatt, Chairman • Joe Vanest, Vice Chairman • Jodi Hefler, Glen Ellyn Senior Citizen
Coordinator/Community Relations • Gail Hinkle, Social Services Coordinator
Bill Parbs, Director of Communications

DuPage Sheriff’s Office
Jim Hatcher, Director of Senior Services • Cpl. Randy Groh, Deputy Sheriff Liaison • Bill Mennell

John Kocinski, Asst. State’s Attorney • Chief Greg Berk, Wheaton Fire Chief • Sue Davison
Chief Phillip DiMensa, Winfield Fire District • Fire Chief Jerry Kleinwachter, Warrenville Fire Dist.
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